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A patriarch of west coast industry, Wilson & 
Geo. Meyer, a distributor of important raw 
materials for agriculture and industry, acts as 
the sales department of companies it represents 

I THE \S.EST COAST, any com- 0 pany with a history that stretches 
over 107 years is classed as a patriarch. 
Such a company is Wilson & Geo. 
;\Ieyer & Co., Sail Francisco distribu- 
tor of agricultural and industrial chem- 
icals. The company’s forerunners 
clate back to the days of the gold rush. 

A look through this company’s 
records is a look at the growth and 
changing pattern of the American 
\Vest. The company wvns founded in 
1849 by \t’illiani Meyer, great uncle 
of Wilson Xleyer, present head of the 
firm. The company imported manu- 
factured products and essential raw 
materials needed in the settlement and 
development of the West. Imports 
then varied from fertilizer materials 
to rails, steel, and cement. 

Today, ’Il’ilson & Geo. Meyer is still 
a distributor, rather than a manufac- 
turer. But in keeping with the char- 
acter of grolvth in the West, it has 
specialized in rrlw materials for the 
agriculture and industry of the area. 
Although it bc.gm by representing 
chiefly foreign interests, it has now 
cast its lot largely with domestic pro- 
ducers. 

Distributes Stouffer Fertilizers 

In its agricultural department, Wil- 
son & Geo. Rleyer & Co. distributes 
phosphate fertilizer products produced 
by Stauffer Chemical’s three Pacific 
Coast plants-at Richmond and Ver- 
non, Calif., and Tacoma, Wash.-and 
by Western Phosphates at Garfield, 
Utah, near Salt Lake City. 

The firm also distributes nitrogenous 
plant foods-calcium nitrate and urea- 
manufactured by Norsk Hydro, one of 
the world’s largest producers of fixed 
nitrogen from the atmosphere. 

The company’s agricultural division 
is a large importer of Canadian peat 
moss  used in western gardens. In this 
line it represents Canadian Peat Moss, 
Ltd., and Western Peat Co., Ltd. 

Its representation also includes 
products produced by the Chemical 

& Pigment Co. of Oakland, Calif. 
These include zinc sulfate and zinc 
oxide. In addition, it distributes man- 
ganese sulfate produced by Eastman 
Chemical Products, as well as copper 
products of the Mountain Copper Co., 
San Francisco. 

Wilson & Geo. Meyer looks upon it- 
self as a typically traditional San Fran- 
cisco company. This point of view is 
in keeping with its membership in 
California’s Hundred Year Club, com- 
posed of the few organizations that 
have been doing business in California 
for 100 years or more. 

In discussing the nature of the 
firm’s operations, company president 
SVilson Meyer points out ‘‘\lie prefer 
to think of our company as being i n  

the sales management business. By 
this, I mean that we act as the sales 
departinxts of the companies we rep- 
resent. In this capacity, we sit in 
with their managements when nzw 
plants and products are considered, 
and when sales problems are discussed. 

“This means,’’ hleyer continues, 
“that we handle sJes  promotion and 
market analysis, as well as customer 
field service, for all our clients.“ 

These responsibilities require a 
large staff. The company has ex- 
panded its organization to do the job 
under the guidance of Ralph Waltz, 
vice president and manager of the 
agricultural department, and Jeffery 
\V. Meyer, vice president and man- 
ager of fertilizer sales. From a modest 
staff of six people and one office in 
1927, the organization has grown to 
80 people in nine offices stretching as 
far east as Denver, to Seattle in the 
north, and along the coast to Phoenix 
in the southwest. 

The Careful Approoch 
Wilson & Geo. Meyer regards itself 

as relatively conservative, and has 
always taken the careful, studied ap- 
proach to business. It has, however, 
changed its distribution methods and 
promotional techniques as required. 

During the past six months, for 
instance, it has launched a new pro- 
gram designed to help its customers 
(the distributors of dry fertilizers) im- 
prove their profits and at the same 
time provide better service to  growers. 
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This new program involves the de- 
velopment of improved techniques for 
handling and applying bulk phos- 
phates. The company has set up  a 
market development department to 
prepare sales programs for each area, 
based on local agronomics and eco- 
nomics. It has also engaged an engi- 

The President. 

Wilson Meyer 
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neering firm to design and fabricate 
the equipment necessary to carry out 
the program. 

This new approach to fertilizer sales 
has been well received, the company 
says, since it offers a welcome change 
from low profit, low service programs 
prevalent in much of the dry fertilizer 
business. 

Industrial Chemicals Also 

In addition to  its large activity in 
the agricultural field, Wilson & Geo. 
Sfeyer also maint‘Lins an active indus- 
trial chemical division. Its industrial 
representation includes Eastman 
Chemical Produci s, for which it dis- 
tributes Tenite molding powders. In 
fact the company has handled the 
Tenite family of plastics since they 
were first introduced in the West. 
Meyer also distributes Tenamene, an 
additive for production of high octane, 
knockproof gasoli?e, as well as other 
chemicals, plasticizers, and solvents 
produced by Eazkrnan at Kingsport, 
Tenn., and Longview, Tex. Meyer 
also handles Eastrnan Kodak‘s Koda- 
pak sheeting. 

Industrial and foundry coke, pro- 
duced by Semet Solvay Division of 
Allied Chemical & Dye, is another 
product handled exclusively in the 
west by Wilson & Geo. hleyer. 

I .  Introduction to PROTEIN CHEMISTRY 
By SIDNEY W. FOX, Florida State University; and JOSEPH F, FOSTER, 

Purdue University 

.I thoroughly readable treatment of the fundamental aspects of protcin 
chemistry, including the important component subjects of amino acids 
and peptide chemistry. Special features include: coverage of large areas 
of organic and physical chemistry; explanation of nutritional significance 
of amino acids and protein; discussion of antibodies, antibiotics, protein 
nutrition, etc.; physical and chemical structure of important food com- 
ponents; and the interweaving of chemistry and evolution. 

1957 459 pages Illus. 59.50 

P. SOIL-PLANT RELATIONSHIPS 
By C. A. BLACK, Iowa State College 

Gives you a useful working kno\\-ledge of the relationships between 
soil properties and behavior, and plant responses, which you can apply 
in analyzing and interpreting specific situations. Where the s ta tus  of 
affairs is not well established, the author makes helpful, tentative 
analyses. Chapter headings: soil composition-soil water-soil aeration 
-exchangeable bases-soil acidity-soil salinity and alkalinity-nitro- 
gen-phosphorus-potassium. 

1957 332 pages 57.00 

3. DAIRY BACTERIOLOGY-Fourth Edition 
By B. W. HAMMER, Dairy Consultant; and F. J. BABEL, Purdue Unirerrity 

,I brand new edition, thoroughly modernized and greatly improved, of 
a book long considered the most comprehensive and authoritative in 
the field of dairy bacteriology. Reflects all the advances made in  rccent 
years. Extensive work on antibiotics and bacteriophage has rssulred 
in considerable increases in the sections covering these fields. .-\pprosi- 
mately 50% of the illustrations are new. 

1957 614 pages Illus. $9.00 

4. THE CHEMICAL CONSTITUTION OF 
NATURAL FATS-Third Edition Revised 

By T. P. HILDITCH, Professor Emeritus, University of Liverpool. England 

Practically rewritten, this book nom offers all new key data and fresh 
information. Provides a complete description of natural fats from all 
parts of the vegetable and animal kingdoms, with their modern methods 
of determination, and the possible ways in which fats are produced in 
natural organisms. Describes the important new methods of laboratory 
synthesis of fa t ty  acids, and reviews recently developed procedures used 
in the experimental study of fats. 

1956 664 pages Illus. $16.00 
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